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Selling on the organic market: Part 2, building your business from the Farmers' Market
Building your market business
Building an organic farm products business often starts at
the local farmers' market. If there is a Garlic Festival in
your region, include that event in your planning. A Garlic
Festival is simply a big farmers' market that has a central
theme of garlic. While the farmers' market may satisfy
early-year sales, a long-term goal may be to evolve the
business into Farm Gate sales, a Farm Store, a Pick-YourOwn or other form of local sales. However, it will save
you a lot of work and money if you decide to launch your
business from your stall at the local market. You develop
a loyal following at the farmers’ market. They will be
your core customers when you decide to sell from your
farm instead of trucking goods to the Saturday market.
Business Plan
• Every successful business venture starts with a roadmap
of how you will get to your profitable business. It’s called
a Business Plan. A good plan is carried out over several
years, five being a realistic period. Resist the urge to find
a quick profit. It just isn't that simple. Rome wasn't built in
a day and neither can a profitable local farm products &
market garden business. Write out the plan in outline.
• Start with marketing. Determine the potential size of the
market, or, are there enough potential customers to buy
your intended products. Is the farmers’ market nearby, are
you on a busy road that attracts buyers or, where else could
you sell? The Marketing Plan is part of the Business Plan.
It is essentially a statement of the products, where they will
be sold and a conservative estimate of income from sales.
• Set your goal or targets. When will you start selling and
how large an operation would you like to aim for in future?
Will you sell vegetables only or do you plan on raising
bees, chickens for eggs or other farm products? Will you
include canning, baking or other value-added products?
These will impact on the resources and facilities needed.
• Prepare an outline of the form and size of farm market
operation desired. This is the Production Plan. Again, set
targets, e.g. Horticultural target: five acres of land in crop
rotation at the end of five years. Establish the amount of
acreage to plant in the 5-year buildup, e.g. 1/5 of the land
in year one, 2/5 in year 2, continuing to increase each year
until the full five acres is in production.
• Prepare a budget and a first estimate of expenses and
income. Don't forget the tax man. He'll be knocking on
your door sooner than you think, so keep good records.
BUY LOCAL, BUY ORGANIC, BUY CANADIAN

• Make and prioritize a wish list of equipment and
machinery needed for the farm. Check actual costs of
machinery purchases from established dealers and include
these in your annual budgets.
• Resource Plan: Identify your resources, both those
needed and those on hand. Labour availability at harvest
time, land acreage, soil quality, water sources, equipment,
sources of seed, organic manure and mulch, buildings for
harvesting, curing and storage of vegetables, poultry and
livestock shelters and a list of essential smaller items.
• Choose your land site and establish your rotation plan.
Let us say that your final target calls for five acres; three
acres of market crops, one for vegetables, one for garlic,
one for legumes, and, two acres for forage and cover crops.
Divide your field or garden into five equal, one-acre parts
and annually rotate the crops through the five plots on an
annual basis.
• Select a preliminary list of crops to grow for sale. Garlic
is not a stand-alone crop and should be grown in rotation
with other vegetables and crops to maximize profits.
• With a draft plan on paper, plant your first trial crops,
then, start the learning process.
Preparing to Sell
Once you have an outline Business Plan, prepare for your
first selling year. There is a myriad of things to do but first
and foremost, are two learning curves:
a. Learning how to grow various crops; and,
b. Learning how to sell successfully.
Both activities take time, a lot of work, practice and a
willingness to learn how to do things well. You'll find that
you must budget your time, to fit in all the tasks needed.
It’s very difficult to be cultivating and harvesting crops,
and preparing the produce for market while at the same
time, manning a vendor stall at the market. Farming never
has been, and to this day is not, an 8 to 5 job. Farmers work
long hours, no weekends off and must squeeze in a short
vacation when they can hire a caretaker in a quiet period.
Farmers' Market Rules
Every farmers' market has rules and regulations set by the
vendors to govern how they conduct their business in order
that all will profit. Learn the rules, participate in the
running of the market, become a model vendor selling the
highest possible quality products and your business will
prosper. Good luck with your organic farm business!
Editor.
IT MAKES HEALTHY BUSINESS SENSE
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Notes from our garlic patch
Snow! April Fool's, folks

Winterkill
By May, gaps in the garlic rows that winterkill had occurred
as a result of the extended warm spell in February and March.
Harvest will determine exactly how bad were the losses.
What about the leek moth?
The leek moth was late appearing in the pheromone traps and
the cold weather appeared to have both killed large numbers
of them as well as disturbing the mating pattern. The first
minor feeding damage was found on June 11 and the next ones
not until June 28. We expect to see a few in the harvest.

So this is the "climate change" being
touted in the media? I looked back the
past 20 years in my gardening books. No
snow on April 1st in all those years. April 1 was always a
sunny day, with temperatures often going up to 10 Deg C. It
was the day we always opened the greenhouse in preparation
for potting up the tomato seedlings. Not this year. It looks like
we need some of that global warming being used as the latest
excuse for more taxes!
Early garden?
Our early garden just didn't happen this year. It was over a
month late. We started to get concerned that they'd postpone
our summer till 2018. We finally got most of the vegetables
planted in June. However, June was unseasonably cool and
the forecast (as much as you can believe that guesswork) for
July is for mostly cooler temperatures and more rain.
Yes, farmers and gardeners are at the mercy of weather.
“Longest Braid” contest cancelled
The “Longest Braid” fun competition held last year at the
Verona Lions Garlic Festival in addition to the Eastern
Ontario Garlic Awards Competition is cancelled due to
lack of interest from local growers.
The E-Garlic News
The Garlic News back issues for years 5 to 12 containing
Spring? Maybe it's here, maybe not. After the snow, a hot
Issues 17 to 47 have now been converted to compressed
day started the thaw followed by days of steady rain. The
electronic format suitable for transmission by email. Members
raised beds emerged revealing the early Turbans and Creoles interested should contact me. Back issues in one-year sets can
sticking up 4" above the mulch. Then, cold and snow again. also be had on USB or CD. The first four years are still in the
I suppose we should consider ourselves lucky with a blizzard process of being converted.
in Newfoundland dumping another two feet of snow, while
southern Manitoba towns and farms are flooded by the
Boyne River with the mighty Red River yet to rise and do it's Membership Renewals: A big “Thank You” - - - to the Early Birds for your early renewal, and, to the
annual havoc. Manitoba needs to plant a forest of gopher
following members for adding extra $$ with your renewal:
wood for ark building!
Lynn Archbold, Guy Allaire, Pete Amyoony, Bob
April continued cold and wet, a very late spring. Did April
Boutillier, Anita & Graham Coombe, Brian Crane,
showers bring the flowers? No, they brought more rain.
Barbara Fitzpatrick, Todd & Gail Grainger, Cynthia
Rain in May, lots of it
Mid May and much of the country is under flood. Ontario, Hyland, Linda Jeffreys, Sandy Kell, Dorothy & Viren
Quebec, (even the Army has been called out to help sandbag Oogarah, Evelyn Moore-Holowaty, Frances & Michael
homes from the floodwaters of the rising rivers) and good Legault, Irene Luchka, Michael Pachara, Karen Poce,
John McDougall, Carol & Ken Ray, Craig & Jenny
chunks of the Maritimes and the BC Interior as well.
Tallman, André Tousignant, Bob Woods, Nick Zrymiak.
Garlic is up but some is under water
Many growers were concerned that the submerged garlic The Garlic News books continue in the black! Thank you!
would drown. While our garlic plots were under water several
times during the torrential rains, the drain tiles I'd installed Renewal Due Date
many years ago worked well, allowing the water to drain out. Not sure when your membership renewal is due? Check the
The soil was cold and wet but at least the roots could breathe number after your name on the envelope. The 1st three digits
and not suffocate.
are your member number followed by a dash and two digits
As the season progressed, it became clear that garlic grew well your last paid issue. If the number is 010-52, the -52
and thrived with the cooler spring and summer.
indicates that this is your last paid issue.
3

The Garlic News Issue 52 summer 2017

Garlic Field Day 2017 at Beaver Pond Estates
Theme: “Organic Techniques & Methods for Garlic”.
Rain in the forecast again threatened to wash out our 18th
annual Eastern Ontario Garlic Field Day at Beaver Pond
Estates. But, with a flexible program and lucky timings, the
day turned out highly successful. Serious garlic growers
came from far and wide to exchange information on their
favourite vegetable crop despite the gloomy forecast while
some fair-weather farmers that stayed at home missed out
on much new information. As well as local growers, it was
great to see Clarence & Marlene Cross from west Virginia
and new growers, Maxime Brunelle & Guillaume FrappierRichard from Quebec participate in this years' Field Day.
Crop forecast: The wet and cold spring and summer made
for excellent growing conditions for garlic. Crops looked
greener and healthier than the previous two years when tip
yellowing
indicated
fungal
diseases.
On the negative side, winter kill resulting from the extended
mild mid-winter period was a big concern, one grower
reporting nearly a 50 % loss, even before the final tally at
harvest. The Trials plots had an overall non-emergence of
17 %, the highest ever on record, with the hardneck
Porcelains and Rocamboles suffering 25 to 30 % while the
Artichoke and Silverskin soft necks experienced negligible
loss. See report elsewhere in this issue.
No delay in harvest dates is anticipated due to weather.
New experiments in the trials plots:
•
Frozen Seed Garlic Trial. 12 garlic cultivars stored
over the winter in a freezer under closely controlled
temperatures were planted on April 18 in rows adjacent to
fall planted garlic. The spring planted garlic was almost as
advanced as the fall planted. It will be interesting to see the
harvest comparison.
•
Organic Weed Control Trial. Two beds of several
garlic cultivars were planted under perforated plastic mulch
adjacent to garlic beds planted with the regular straw
mulch. Weeds were virtually non-existent, except for a few
that came up through the planting openings.

•
Two strange new cultivars starting the 3-year
evaluation were Snow Mountain from the Kashmir, planted
from hard side corms like those found on Elephant Garlic,
and a cultivar from India that the grower claimed had little
odour and heat. We’ll see.
•
Aerobic Compost Tea making: A 5-gallon
commercial compost tea maker was demonstrated along
with a larger home-made 35-gallon barrel system using
bubblers, hoses and air pump available from pet stores.
•
Compost Tea made with high quality aerobic
compost has the potential of providing a good organic
solution to the increasing problem of fungal disease in
garlic as well as control of blight in tomato crops. See
previous issue for benefits of using Compost Tea.
Lunch & Afternoon program: The rain that had kindly
held off for much of the morning, started with a vengeance,
so the group moved indoors for lunch. Mary Lou spread the
table with an array of garlic goodies, both her own and
those brought by attendees. Exotic items like Black Garlic
Balsamic Glaze on crusty bread from the Garlic Pantry in
Carleton Place were a hit.
Discussions
•
2017 garlic market price. Will shortages resulting
from winter kill drive up the price this year? Not likely. The
price could drop as consumers are increasingly turned off
by the increasing amount of shoddy local garlic being sold
every year. If this trend continues, demand for local garlic
will go down, resulting in a price decrease.

An example of shoddy Music garlic sold at a 2016 garlic festival

Two of eight beds were used for the plastic mulch trial

•
The size of the trials plots has been dramatically
reduced to just over 2000 plants to enable bulbil projects.
•
The Bulbil Project had examples of 1st, 2nd and
3rd year bulbil plantings in buried 1-litre pots as well as
several cultivars spring planted in shallow trays.

•
The fine looking Spanish garlic being imported is
being sold in supermarkets at attractive prices, higher than
Chinese but much lower than domestic garlic.
•
Cheating of customers. There was concern over
another trend, that of buying cheap garlic powder from
Bulk Barn, packaging and selling it at festivals and farmers
markets at 1/2 the price of local garlic or less.
•
Steve Anderson, a grower from Westport Ontario
is also a dealer for garlic planting and harvesting equipment
from Poland. He gave a short talk on both his own garlic
operation and the equipment available. See his Garmach ad
elsewhere in this issue.

Book the last Sunday of June for Field Day 2018!
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We Get Calls & Letters
Cover crops
Hello, Paul. Thank you for the “Quick Guide to Cover Crops”
of the spring issue of Garlic News. Also to Terry Graydon for
her article, 'Italian Ryegrass as a cover crop'. Your article
confirms my use of buckwheat in my raised, urban beds.
Now, I’m curious to try the oriental mustard combined with
the buckwheat. More later this year…
So far, this spring my garlic is doing well, growing by the
minute. All the 240 cloves planted Nov. 3rd, 2017 came up
under the snow and were already 3 inches tall once the snow
melted. The cool, rainy weather is giving them a good head
start. Now could we have some sun and warmth?
Appreciation for your continued support to all of us garlic
lovers! Denise Gaulin, Urban Gardener, Ottawa, ON.
Editor: The Garlic News is about sharing information.
Experiences like Terry Graydon's and yours are valuable
when shared with others, who can benefit from them.
Beautiful sunny day in BC
Dear Paul & Mary Lou: April 1. It’s a beautiful sunny day
here in the mountains of East Central BC so I am in the
greenhouse for the day. Once again, I am happily renewing
for two years and sending extra to buy you two a coffee or
tea when you are in town. I still enjoy each issue and learn
so much from every one. Keep up the good work!
Pete Amyoony, Dunster BC.
Editor. Thank you for your kind words, Pete.
Garlic is up in Foam Lake April 4
All is well out here. Still running crazy between the farm (in
SK) and here (McCreary, MB) but getting slower. Must be
age? Garlic is up, April 4, looks good and storm is coming.
Weather is up and down. Hopefully, they are wrong for snow,
but it’s still early. Hope all is well with you. Happy growing!
Evelyn & Rob Holowaty, Foam Lake, SK.
Editor. Forecast is always right when it’s for bad weather.
Spring planting in Alberta
We survived another winter for which we are grateful. Hope
you wintered well. We are still spring planting garlic, about
150 cloves for our own use. Spring works well for us. The
garden is divided into 3 sections. We summer fallow our
garden plot two years in a row. Seems to cut down on weeds
and pests. Also works if you want to add mulch, etc. The 2nd
year looks after nitrogen. Stay healthy and be good to
yourself. Marshall & Elsie Juba, Lavoy, AB.
Editor. I'm still trying to find cultivars that will spring plant
successfully in this area of Ontario. This year, I tried
something different. Froze the garlic bulbs at minus 2
degrees C so they stayed fresh until spring. Planted them
April 18. All seem to be coming well. I'll report after the crop.

Happy to get the Garlic News
Paul, I look forward to your publication coming Very helpful
info. I hope to contribute an article. Keep up the good work.
Mark Gillen, Sterling, Michigan.
Something new to think about
Thank you, Paul, for publishing this interesting and
informative magazine. There is something new to think about
in every issue. Hope you are having a good spring.
Ian & Anne Richardson, Rocky Ridge Farm, BC.
Deer Nibbling Blood Meal
When checking our garlic, I noticed a few plants have been
chewed, with the result that no leaves remain and others have
bites out of some leaves. I suspect the culprit(s) to be deer as
they do seem to wander through that field. Their tastes are
exotic and discriminating, as they are mostly picking on the
Rose de Lautrec which are just barely up. Any suggestions?
Dorothy Oogarah, Centreville, ON.
Editor: Deer in the garden? I’ve seen them nibble garlic but they
seldom do a lot of damage. Are your deer garlicistes? They are
hard to keep out. A farm dog works the best of any deterrent.
Check for groundhogs as well as they are the more likely culprit.
They are out early in the spring and will eat anything green. They
can take out a whole row. Find their burrow and use those smoke
bombs to destroy them.

Blood Meal for best garlic this side of Maberly!
Good morning Paul. I have something for you. More garlic
from India of a different variety. On Seedy Saturday, I met
this Indian lady who promised to get me some Indian garlic.
Evidently this strain, although mild to eat, does not stink like
ours. Time will tell. She tells me that over there, garlic is
garlic. Named varieties don’t seem to exist.???.
I have somewhat of a dilemma. I would like to fertilize my
garlic with blood meal but am scared that the raccoons will
want to recoup the blood meal along with my garlic bulbs.
Have you had any experience with using blood meal? I want
to give them a boost of extra nitrogen. I have been using fish
emulsion. Suggestions? I just want to have the best garlic
this side of Maberly. Murray Balfour, Milton, ON.
Editor: Hi Murray. Odorless Indian garlic? You’re really getting
into the mysteries of garlic. Time to give up making money and
dedicate your time to evaluating new garlic varieties!
Blood meal: Good source of nitrogen but no way to stop the critters
digging it up - raccoons, squirrels, skunks, even the neighbour’s
puppy dog. You’d have to cover it with fine mesh wire netting to
stop it. Treatments like coyote pee are very short lived! Try making
some manure or compost tea instead of fish? I’m doing some
experiments with compost tea makers this year to see if they provide
the claimed fertilizer boost. We’ll see. I get to be more of a skeptic
on things. Crotchety in my old age, I guess.
Next planting, dig in some alfalfa pellets (slow release nitrogen).
They sell them as rabbit food.
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Ail Quebec News
By: Jean Lafontaine

We love gatherings!

They were invited by two competing (yet also partners at
times) certified seed companies, Prosemail and Top
Semence, which turned out to be formidable hosts.
Obviously, the Fusarium problems encountered two or three
years ago have not destroyed the interest for a mutual
collaboration.

On March 25,
some 60 Ail Quebec producers,
suppliers and sponsors met in
Drummondville at our spring Round
Table meeting to attend the CEPAQ
Geoffroy Ménard conference on
production costs.

What comes to mind when you think of France? Good food,
good wine, good company… they did have a great time!
...... and, back in Quebec, life was different!
Flooded in Saint-Barthélemy
"Thank you, all committee members, for this interesting and
rewarding meeting", wrote producer Helene Boucher the
following day. "It is always such a pleasure to meet with other
Ail Quebec members!"
Mission France: Accomplished
As it turned out, eleven Ail
Quebec producers from seven
garlic farms of different size and
from different regions flew to
France on April 1st to meet with
French certified garlic seed
producers. They visited 11
organic or traditional farms,
from 5 to 30 hectares large, all
rigorously and professionally
managed.

May 3, 2017
at dawn.
Natasha
Normand’s
garlic field.
Water keeps
rising and
more rain is
forecast.
May 13 >>

How many days can a garlic plant hold its breath under
water? How many weeks maybe?? In this case, 3 weeks
proved to be too long. Garlic isn’t rice. Surprisingly the
Music - as well as quite a few other strains – planted on the
higher beds (one great lesson: all garlic beds are not born
equal) emerged after only ten to fourteen days, and survived.
This is how resilient life can be.
(continued next page)
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Ail Quebec News, continued

Seeds of Tomorrow at Terre Promise
Lyne Bellemare, coordinator of
Semences du patrimoine Canada
(French version of Seeds of
Diversity) since 2009, and a longtime heritage seed producer under
the name Terre Promise, masters
the art of juggling with a busy
schedule.

May 16, 2017, garlic survived after the flood

On May 11, she wrote on her Facebook page:
"Friday, I am at the farm. Saturday and Sunday, at the
market. On Monday, I’ll be back to the farm and Tuesday, I
will have twins."
And indeed, she gave birth to a pair – or should I say a
couple – of twins as promised!
Ail Quebec is proud to introduce to you....
.... Blanche and Philémon
May 17, 2017
It’s clean up time for Natasha and kids

… two healthy little bulbils getting ready to help harvest
garlic on the farm. But in the meantime, shhh! Let them
sleep…

Natasha Normand knew for a long time her land is in a
flood zone, and it was no big surprise at thaw in early April
when the alleys between her garlic beds turned into small
rivers for a while.
But then, in early May started a rain episode that was
meant to remain engraved in memories.
As far as she could remember, there had been one flood
episode in 1998, and another in 1976,
but this time…
......it was something!
Story to be followed in the next issue.
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Garlic Adventures at Highland
Organics
By: Terry Graydon

Last year I experimented with Italian
Ryegrass as a late season cover crop. As discussed in the
spring issue article, it was uncertain if this Ryegrass would
overwinter properly, the hope was that it would survive our
variable winter weather and come back in the spring to
provide an effective ground cover. Well, it did and I will have
to cut it again before long! In early June, I will turn it over, I
would have done it earlier but the wet spring delayed many
of my garden plans. Then, a couple of weeks after turning
over the Ryegrass I will plant some winter beans, they will
add nitrogen to the soil and go nicely with garlic dishes this
winter. After this garlic harvest I plan to seed with mustard
as a cover crop.

This photo shows an experiment with mulch, on the left straw
mulch on the right bark mulch, time will tell if it makes a
difference. So far, all the garlic planted seems to be doing
well. I know how my garlic performs in drought conditions.
Last year was a great teacher and I feel I have a handle on the
best practices for growing garlic in dry weather without a
watering system. However, I am most concerned with this
wet spring and, also the predictions for a wet summer. I am
hoping that the raised beds will help the garlic to fair well but
I will also be looking for research and suggestions from other
garlic growers and farmers to combat the threat of wet soil.
Looking forward the Garlic Field Day June 25 and a chance
to connect with other garlic growers! Updates and more
Garlic Adventures to be continued…at Highland Organics
Farm. Find us on Facebook & Instagram.
Garlic tip: Feed the soil and it will feed your plants

The Italian Ryegrass trial beginning of April 2017 didn’t look like
much but by mid-May it was 9” high and thick!

Keeping plants healthy is fundamental to organic growing.
Organic gardeners feed the soil regularly with compost and
organic matter. This keeps disease organisms in check both
by producing stronger plants and by encouraging beneficial
soil organisms that actually fight against disease pathogens.
Plants can be likened to humans. Healthy people are less
likely to get sick than those who are run down and
malnourished by a poor diet. A weak immune system cannot
protect against even minor diseases like colds and the flu.
Plants are the same. Well nourished and well cared for plants
have a natural ability to resist disease. Organic soil, teeming
with a multitude of microorganisms, is both the nourishment
and the medicine needed to grow healthier plants.
Organic gardens have less disease problems. Editor.

This deer net was a great experiment! I know, deer don’t eat
garlic, or at least not much as it burns their mouths,
thankfully, but they do seem to love dancing and prancing in
open spaces. The deer refuse to walk in the lovely aisles in
between the garlic beds, instead, they leave their many hoof
prints all through my garden, arrrrr! So, last year after I made
the new beds I built a deer deterrent: 10 x 10’ T-posts $100
plus the deer net $80. I was able to cut the net in half
lengthwise. I am saving half to use another year but I hope to
make each last for at least two years. I am happy to report
that no deer messed with my beautiful beds since installing
the deer net and the netting looks good. I think it may see a
second winter!

Garlic tip: Learn to recognize common diseases
Every mother learns to watch for signs of illness when her
children are sick. From birth, babies are fed good food to help
them grow strong and healthy. In later years, she will nag the
tar out of them to eat their veggies and control their sweets.
Most mothers have a basic medical book so they can
recognize serious symptoms and not always run to a doctor
when they get the sniffles or run a bit of a fever. She knows
when to treat minor ailments and when to seek help.
Garlic growers need to be good mothers, too. The best home
medical book is the Compendium of Onion and Garlic
Diseases and Pests. No grower should be without one.
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Summer 2017

Garlic

Connections

Start your day the growing way

Calling all...

Garlic focus

garlic enthusiasts and growers

in Haliburton
County is turning to
expanded sharing of sound organic garlic growing
practices, management of pests and diseases,
healthy soil development & what to do with the
garlic you grew!

Garlic Festival season will soon be upon us all!
Come learn, taste, share, & experience the best in Ontario
garlic!
So, what are your growing/cooking and preserving
plans?
Bring them with you and let’s talk GARLIC!

Facebook pages: Haliburton County Garlic
Growers Association and Garlicgirl101
Website: www.haliburtongarlic.ca
Newsletter: bimonthly (currently on request)
Workshops & On-site demo’s: garlic use,
cooking, preserving, building beds in Haliburton
County, planting, scaping,
harvesting, selling and value added products.
Research project: This presentation will be
reviewing the garlic pest research conducted over
the last several years of which HCGGA
participated and is currently on circuit.
10th Annual Garlic Festival: celebration,
marketplace and education/sharing
Coming soon: Development of a Garlic Enthusiast
Club, Kids growing program and a growers'
support program.
“First Annual Spring Garlic Gathering”
held May 6th met with the curious, the enthusiastic
and new member sign ups!

Visit with your local growers and see how fun and
easy growing garlic can be.
Taste the special goodness of “Haliburton Garlic”
Dips – Preserves – Spreads!
Sign up for our “free” bi-monthly newsletter!
“Connect – Learn - Grow”
with your local garlic community
To contact the Haliburton County Garlic Growers Association: Visit website:www.haliburtongarlic.ca
or phone Sheila Robb 705-489-4201, Email robbsheila@gmail.com
9
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THE GARLIC DIRECTORY
Listings of garlic for sale, garlic wanted and anything that garlic growers might want.

Cheff Fields Garlic & Alpaca Farm, Renfrew, Ontario
15 varieties of garlic, seed garlic starter packs, garlic braids
custom made to your order, pickled garlic & scapes,
delicious garlic jellies in many flavours, garlic chocolate
garlic fudge, and much more. Beautiful knitted items from
our own alpaca fleece in original colours. See us at the Carp
Farmers’ Market or phone Catherine at 613-432-7019 or
chefffieldsfarm@gmail.com. Open by appointment.

10
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MORE GARLIC DIRECTORY
Garlic for Sale: Featuring ‘the original
Big Ass Pickled Garlic’
& assorted garlic products, will ship.
Music garlic in season.
See facing page. Ph. 705-766-2748.
Email: bigassgarlic@hotmail.com.

Machinery for Garlic Production

•
•
•
•
•

Semi-Automatic Planters
Automatic Planters
Weeding Machines
Bulb Separators
Row shapers

Send an E-mail to receive a complete list of
all equipment available with price list, full
specification and demonstration videos.
Email: Garlicontario@gmail.com

GARLIC NEWS
2017 ADVERTISING RATES
Business Card: $50.00 for 1 year of 4 Issues
Box Ad: $50.00 per column inch or 5 lines.
Directory listing, For Sale or Wanted: 5 lines
$30.00 per year, extra lines, $10.00.
¼ Page ad: $30.00 per issue, $100.00 per year
Full Page Ad or flyer insert:
$100.00 per Issue, $175.00 for 2 Issues,
$300.00 for 1 year of 4 Issues.
Email: garlicnews@kingston.net for quote.
Your ad includes referral service to customers
looking for garlic, at no additional cost to you.
A year-round business card keeps your
farm in the eye of the buyer.

Vancouver Island
Naturally grown garlic - no
herbicides - no pesticides.
We take care of weeds the
old fashioned way.
We grow six
varieties of garlic.
For pricing and availability
contact us at:
centralislandgarlic@gmail.com

Follow us on

GARLIC
FOR DIVERSITY
Business
Card
Bulbils for 2017. Reserve from
new crop for fall Planting. Tested
and proven. Unique cultivars and
collections. Diversify at low cost.
Contact the editor.

garlicnews@kingston.net

ORGANICALLY GROWN MUSIC & IVAN
plus 20 varieties, also Elephant, will ship in
Canada, seed from bulbils, seed garlic and fresh
market. Simon de Boer, RR#2 Teeswater,
519-357-1919. LANGSIDE FARMS
sdeboer@hurontel.on.ca

Cutting Veg Organic Garlic
Persian, Israeli, Yugo, Tibetan,
Ukrainian, Korean, Chinese, Salt
Spring, Russian.
See card facing page.
www.thecuttingveg.com. Contact
Daniel Hoffmann,
daniel@thecuttingveg.com.
647-388-7444
New Oxley Garlic, Naturally!
“Music” – a song for your palate.
www.newoxleygarlic.com
jackie@newoxleygarlic.com
The Garlic Garden. Fresh garlic &
garlic products. Darrel & Anna
Schaab, Box 1727, Yorkton, SK,
S3N 3L3.
Ph. 306-786-3377, Email
thegarlicgarden@imagewireless.ca

Salt Spring Seeds on Salt Spring
Island carry heirloom & heritage
seeds including garlic.
Dan Jason, 250-537-5269,
dan@saltspringseeds.com.
www.saltspringseeds.com

Do you really believe that you can harvest a
good crop from planting diseased seed?

BUY LOCAL, BUY ORGANIC, BUY CANADIAN IT MAKES HEALTHY BUSINESS SENSE
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Nostalgia: The Silent Generation

During this year marking the 150th Anniversary of Canada’s
Confederation, it is worth looking back and see how our world
has changed in just 75 years, the lifespan of people referred to as
“The Silent Generation”. We are the ones born during the Great
Depression to the end of World War 2. Our parents were called
the Greatest Generation, living their lives in a world dominated
by war. We made up the smallest number of children born since
the early 1900s. We are the "last ones", the generation that came
out the depression, recall the winds of war and its impact on our
daily lives. Thanks to the unknown author of “Children of The
Greatest Generation" for the inspiration. Editor.

People born between1925 and 1945 are often called the Silent
Generation. The majority came from farms and fewer from
cities. Many were born to immigrant families who had moved
to escape the European power struggles to seek freedom in
“America”. Canada was still a young country, just out of
Colonial rule, dominated by people of British origin and French
population centred in Quebec, with a class-based society, clear
racial and economic distinctions separating the rich and the
working class. Yet, it was a land of opportunity. The Silents are
the last to remember ration books for everything from gas to
sugar to shoes to stoves. They saved tin foil and poured lard into
tin cans and even today, the remaining ones are still frugal and
save for a rainy day. They hand mixed ’white stuff’ with ‘yellow
stuff’ to make fake butter called margarine.
They are the last to hear the CBC radio announcing the end of
the war in Europe.
This generation had seemingly unlimited opportunities in jobs
and education after the War ended and a post-war economic
boom arrived. However, the growth in Cold War tensions,
the potential for nuclear war and other never-before-seen threats
led to levels of discomfort and uncertainty.
This group values security, comfort, and familiar, known
activities and environments. They are conservative in attitude
and consumption. Their memories are strange in today's world.
Cars were up on blocks because tires weren't available. Milk
delivered early in the morning and left on the porch. Saddle
shoes and slingshots, boys at age 11 or 12 with their own .22
hunting rifle, yes, even taking it to school to show the principal,
pop in returnable glass bottles for 7 cents, getting 2 cents back
when you returned the bottle, the arrival of "school buses" to
take you away from the 2-room country school to a big town,
real exams that had to be passed to move on to the next grade,
the feared strap, applied to unruly boys to knock some reading,
writing and arithmetic into their otherwise carefree lives, juke
boxes in the cafe with the latest pop music, and in later years,
drive in theatres, the A&W Drive-in where a pretty young
carhop would bring your hamburg to the car.
They are the last generation who spent childhood without
television, instead, getting a mental picture what was heard on
the radio. All like to brag, that with no TV, childhood was spent
in the freedom of outdoors with no supervision or fear until
darkness and even later. The world was secure.
They played outside and invented games play on their own.
There was no little league or city playgrounds or daycare centres
for kids. Older children looked after the younger ones. Water
and mud puddles in summer, and playing road hockey with
frozen horse buns in the winter. In the villages, they spent many
freezing days flooding the outdoor rink to have it ready for
Christmas. Spring, skating on frozen sloughs and ponds,

breaking through the ice and rushing home to thaw out with their
feet on the oven door of the old wood stove.
The movies had newsreels of the war before the westerns and
cartoons came on. Newspapers and magazines were written for
adults. Wooden hand cranked telephones hung on the kitchen
wall, for those lucky enough to have one. You had to ask the
operator to connect you. Farmers would connect to their
neighbour, using the barbed wire of the electric fence.
Computers were called calculators and typewriters were driven
by pounding fingers, throwing the carriage, and changing the
ink ribbon. The ‘Internet’ and ‘GOOGLE’ were words that
didn’t exist and hate-mongering sites like Facebook and Twitter
would have been treated like crimes. Adults and especially the
police and teachers were treated with respect.
Returning war veterans were given enough money by the
government to buy land or build a tiny house. Many had war
brides from Europe while other men rushed to marry the girl
they left behind when they went to war. Veterans joined civic
clubs, became active in politics and worked to build community
life so badly neglected during the war years. Providing an
education for their children was most important so could have a
better life. Factories were turning out shiny auto cars instead of
munitions, and highway construction was booming. Wagon ruts
became fine gravel and paved roads.
The modern telephone, and soon television, became both a
method of communications as well as education. The parents of
the Silent Generation, suddenly free from the hardships of
depression and the war, both of which had caused their lives to
be confined, threw themselves into discovering the post war
world, finding opportunities they had never imagined. The
Silent Generation weren't neglected by their parents but grew up
with a level of freedom seldom seen today.
The world was overflowing with opportunity, welcoming work
and initiative and building for the future. Based on the naïve
belief that there was more where this came from, the Silents
shaped their lives as they went along. They enjoyed a luxury,
that of a trust in a secure future.
Just as today, not all people shared in this opportunity.
Depression poverty was deep rooted. The welfare rolls swelled
as an alternative to earning one's way in life. Polio was still a
crippler and cancer was on the rise.
The Korean War was a dark presage in the early 50s and by middecade, the threat of nuclear holocaust hung like a pall.
Russia built the “Iron Curtain” and China became Red China.
The Vietnam war was a struggle of political ideologies, leaving
in its aftermath wounds that refuse to heal.
The Silents came of age in the 40s and early 50s. The war was
over and the cold war, civil rights, technological upheaval,
“global warming”, terrorism, and perpetual economic insecurity
had yet to haunt life with insistent unease. In this new, peaceful
order, they gave birth to a large new middle class known as
‘Baby Boomers,’ suffocating them with the material things they
missed during their own growing up years.
Many of us are of the Silent Generation; 'the last ones.' We
remember both a time of apocalyptic war and a time when our
world was secure and full of bright promise and plenty. We have
lived through both. We grew up at the best possible time, a time
when the world was getting better; not worse.
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Book Overview:
Farmers of Forty Centuries
Clarence Cross of West Virginia
sent me this fascinating book to
read. It is a historic classic on
organic farming in Asia, or more
specifically, China, Japan and
Korea. First published in 1911, it is
written
by
the well-known
agronomist, Franklin Hiram King,
of the U.S. Department of
Agriculture. King traveled to Asia in the early 1900s to learn
how farmers in China, Korea, and Japan could achieve
successful harvests century after century without exhausting
the soil — one of their most valuable natural resources. In
the book, he describes how Asian farmers worked the same
fields repeatedly for over 40,000 years, without sapping the
land's fertility and without applying artificial fertilizer! To
try and describe the full content of this book would require
writing a book about it! Organic growers will find it a
fascinating study and an invaluable information source. The
book has been reprinted and is available online through
Amazon.
Editor: Thank you Clarence! A real gem.

Winterkill Summary 2017
BEAVER POND ESTATES SPOGVT RECORD
2017 WINTERKILL
GARLIC SURVIVAL & LOSS
Horticultural
Cloves 22 June
Loss %Loss
Group
Planted
Count
Turban
75
74
1
1%
Asiatic
33
33
0
0
Creoles
211
201
10
5%
Artichoke
349
314
35
10 %
Porcelain
671
528
143
21.3 %
Marbled Purple
171
158
13
7.6 %
Stripe
Glazed Purple Stripe
53
38
15
18 %
Purple Stripes
47
35
8
17 %
Rocambole
340
247
93
27 %
Silverskins
116
108
8
7%
TOTALS
2066
1707
359
17.4 %
Remar ks: Winter 2016-2017 was ver y har d on
over winter ing plants, including gar lic.
The war m, extended Febr uar y thaw that extended
thr ough Mar ch melted much of
the snow cover , causing unseasonal gr owth.
Inter sper sed cold spells dur ing this per iod
with temper atur es dr opping well into sub-zer o r ange
r esulted in the tender young gr owth
being killed by fr eezing.
It is suspected that the extensive spr ead of fungal
diseases over the past two gr owing year s
weakened the gar lic, leaving it less able to r esist the
cold.
However , ther e is no evidence to suppor t this theor y
and it may be only conjectur e

A Gardener’s Journal
I've kept a garden book since 1988. Initially, I used a Hilroy
Exercise book, - you know, the one you used in high school.
Then, for Christmas 1966, son Donald gave me Lee Valley’s
“A Gardeners Journal" 10-year garden diary. A 2nd one
came from daughter Catherine 10 years later. They contain
20 years of garden & garlic records and I've just started
using the 3rd one.

The Journal has 544 pages. The main part is the daily diary.
There is a page for each day of the year, each of the 366
pages divided into 10 sections, or 10 years' worth of daily
diary notes.
Pages are provided for garden layout sketches, plant
inventory records, annual records of plantings and
harvestings, tools, purchase records and much more.
Numerous charts, references, techniques such as soils,
composting, digging garden beds, tree care, garden tool
maintenance, plant lore, etc. make it both educational and
useful. The Journal can combine both garden and garlic
records in a handy form so you can look back over the years
and make changes or improvements to your garden based on
actual experience. A very useful book. Editor.
Winterkill in Alberta?
Jim Capellini advised: I've been hearing from sources all
throughout Alberta that this has been a year of significant
winter kill for garlic. Farmers are reporting losses up to 80%
in some places.
Mandy
Melnyk of
Meadow
Creek
Farms,
Alberta
sent this
query;
" Do u think those cloves will sprout?"
Sent from my BlackBerry 10 smartphone on the TELUS
network.
Editor: Not enough here to assess the situation. Would appreciate
hearing from growers in Alberta who had winterkill.
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A Sound Method for Preparing & Selecting Seed Garlic

Step 5: Over to Mary Lou to peel off the dead leaves - -

One of the major considerations in selecting and preparing
harvested garlic for use as planting stock is the care needed to
prevent the spread of pests and diseases. Over the years, here
at Beaver Pond Estates, we have given this matter considerable
thought in order to develop a sound system for quality seed.
The following pictures show the main steps in the process.
Step 1: The garlic is carefully lifted by hand and brought to
the cleaning station --

-- where it is laid on outdoor carpet to protect it from bruising.
Mary Lou does the final cleaning, inspection and grading.

Step 2: Paul washes the heavy dirt from the bulbs with a spray
from the hose—

- - the peeled bulb gets a
thorough examination for
insect or harvest damage.
Storage garlic needs at least
four unbroken leaves. Seed
garlic can have fewer. If needed, a final spray from the garden
hose cleans any remaining soil.
Step 6: The cleaned garlic is now ready for selection and
separation by size using a template- -

-- the perfect garlic in sizes Large Tube to Jumbo is selected
out for seed, larger sizes go for table garlic or braids,
smaller ones for processing, and any damaged ones for
home use.
Step 7:
The selected and
sized garlic is then
hung in bunches,
in the cleaning
station, 10 garlic
per bunch.

Step 3: - - and trims the roots to
¼”.
Step 4: Then, a thorough spraying to get all of the dirt from
the roots. This not only removes soil-borne diseases but also
enables close inspection of the basal area for problems.

Step 8: The garlic
is now ready to
cure. With climate
change, humidity is too high to cure outdoors so we’ve had
to bring it indoors to cure with the help of dehumidifiers.
Curing takes 2 weeks or more. Once cured, another
inspection is done to ensure only perfect seed bulbs.
Seed garlic is selected from the best of the crop. Not the
biggest, only the best. Next year’s crop depends on the best
quality selected for this year's planting.
Editor: This article appeared in Garlic News Issue 41 Fall 2014.
It is repeated here to encourage growers to help stop the spread
of garlic diseases by using meticulous cleaning at harvest time.
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Gar lic & Gar lic Pr oducts fr om
Eur eka Gar lic, Kensington, PEI
Attention, Market Gardeners!!
Seed Garlic for Fall Planting
Cultivar List
Variety

Type

Variety

Type

Eureka Clayton
Keeper
Morado Giante
Shangtung Purple
Eureka Xian
Continental
Eureka Clifford
Eureka Duncan
Eureka Jenny
Eureka Rowan
Eureka Veronica
Floha
Georgian Crystal
German
Porcelain
German White

T
T
T
T
T
P
P
P
P
P
P
P
P
P

Cuban Purple
Alison's
Brown Saxon
Eureka Allen
Eureka Helen

C
R
R
R
R
R
R
R
R
R
R
R
R
R

Great Northern

P

P

Mennonite
P
Moravia
P
Music
P
Northern Quebec P
Susan Delafield's P
Darwin
PSM
Eureka Amie
PSM
Eureka Judy
PSM
Eureka Kim
PSM
Eureka Myrtis
PSM
Khabar
PSM
Elephant
E
Jumbo Elephant
E
Key to Type
T...Turban
P...Porcelain
PSM..Purple Stripe Marbled
PSG..Purple Stripe Glazed
PS....Purple Stripe
Art... Artichoke
R...Rocambole
SS...Silverskin
E... Elephant
C...Creole

French Rocambole

German Brown
GSF65
Italian Purple
Kiev
Kilarney Red
Korean Purple
Marino
Salt Spring
Select
Slovak
Mountain
Spanish Roja
Ukrainian
Ukrainain Hot
Eureka Danaerys
Nootka Rose
Silverskin

“Let my business help your business”

Garlic Products at Wholesale
Dehydrated Garlic Products
I make a nice selection of value-added garlic
products that I offer in bulk quantities at wholesale
prices. These sell well at events &
Farmers’ Markets and it can save you a lot of
time. You just package them into retail packs.
The following products are available at a new, lower
wholesale price:

R

Garlic Powder, or,
Garlic Pearls, both in 100 gram bags
Garlic Scape Powder, or
Garlic Scape Soup Beads, 5 lbs./$200.00
also in 1 lb. bags

R

Fresh Scapes: Bulk pricing in season

R
R
SS
SS
SS

Eureka Black Garlic
Prices: 50g bag, $5.00
: 1/2 lb. bag, $17.00
: 1 lb. bag, $30.00
: 4 lb. bag, $100.00
: 50 lb. tote, $1250.00
(Shipping included in tote price)

NEW for Fall 2017!
Huge rounds,
Elephant & Turban,
to grow
super-size bulbs.
Reserve now.

Prices
Seed Garlic
for
Fall Planting
1-5 bulbs: $4/bulb
6-49 bulbs: $3.50/bulb
50+ bulbs: $3.00/bulb

Order products now for quick delivery.
Garlic will ship in time for planting.
Al
Contact Al Picketts, Email <al@eurekagarlic.ca> Phone 1-902-836-5180 or cell 1-902-303-5549
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Spotted on the Internet
Newfoundland blizzard: "Oh, my jumpin' jaysus"

Garlic Posters available again

Weather Network News Wednesday, April 5, 2017

Toronto has seen 81 cm of snow this winter. Gander has seen
97 cm of snow since Thursday. Weather Network
meteorologist Kevin MacKay noted these numbers in the
midst of the province's latest blizzard, which left a whopping
56 cm of snow on Gander alone by Tuesday morning, taking
the city's three-day total to just shy of the metre mark. 132
cm of snow having fallen over just 6 days.
The 238-cm. accumulation is a new record for Gander,
shattering the previous record of 174 cm set back in 2004.
"Climate change" causes all the world's problems, ey?
From weather network news, April 14, 2017.

Ticks and fleas are a rising concern in Canada. Climate
change has allowed animals like deer and birds, who carry
ticks, to travel to more parts of the country throughout the
year. Tick populations have grown 10 times over the past
two decades, with their territory expanding about 45 km
north each year.
Editor: Not a word about Health Canada being in denial for over
3 decades, ignoring reports of ticks and lyme disease, enabling
both to spread unchecked. Just blame it on "climate change".

Solar power

Water power

War-torn Iraq with its huge oil reserves is building a 3779foot-high skyscraper covered in solar panels to produce the
power needed by the building.
The Itaipu Dam, between Brazil and Paraguay, generated
89.5 Twh of electricity in 2015, supplying 75% of
Paraguay's and 20% of Brazil's power needs.
Canada, with its huge reserves of oil (and vast water
sources) has decided to solve the world's climate problems
by imposing a carbon tax on its own people and no plan to
reduce carbon emissions. Go figure.
Watch for this new pest in your garlic patch

The beautiful colour
poster (above) by garlic
pioneer Chester Aaron
originally published in
1997 has been out of
print for many years. It
comes in two sizes,
24x36
and
20x30.
Chester is now 94, no
longer grows garlic but
is still going strong,
writing more books.
Roger
Adams
has
worked with Chester
reproducing the poster as
well as making another
one - see at left - a 12 x
18” one called The
Beauty of Garlic, available to garlic lovers.
Roger advises that these will be available for mailing to
Canada with payment by PayPal.
For ordering information, contact Roger by email
at garlicposter@gmail.com.
Editor: I bought two of the originals, one black background and
one white on a trip to the Hudson Valley Garlic Festival when they
first came out in 1997. Both versions are stunningly beautiful.
Thanks to Peter Barthel for putting me in touch with Roger Adams.

Allium leafminer. Could show up in Canada this year
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THE GARLIC DIRECTORY – 2017 GARLIC FESTIVAL FLYERS

BUY LOCAL, BUY ORGANIC, BUY CANADIAN IT MAKES HEALTHY BUSINESS SENSE
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2017 Garlic Festivals Across Canada
British Columbia
Salt Spring Music & Garlic Festival
Cancelled for 2017
8th Annual Grindrod Garlic Festival
Sunday August 20, 2017, 9:00 am- 4:00 pm
Grindrod Park, Grindrod, BC
Gabriele Wesle, Ph. 250-306-6582
Email: greencroftgardens@mybcdc.ca
Website: www.greencroftgardens.com
South Cariboo Garlic Festival
August 26-27, 2017, Lac la Hache, BC.
Email: info@garlicfestival.ca
Website: www.garlicfestival.ca
25th Annual Hills Garlic Festival
Sunday September 10, 2017. 10:00 a.m.- 5.00 p.m.
Centennial Park, New Denver, B.C.
Ph. Paula Shandro, 250-358-2774
Email: coordinator@hillsgarlicfest.ca
Website: www.hillsgarlicfest.ca

Annual Canadian Garlic Festival
Regrettably, this festival will not be held in 2017. After a very
successful 25th event last year, this original Ukrainian Garlic
Festival is no more. It has been replaced on the Sudbury events
calendar with a Poutine Festival.

Verona Lions Garlic Festival (see ad on page 17)
Saturday, September 2, 2017, Verona, Ontario.
“Hosting the 2017 Eastern Ontario Garlic Awards”
Contact Wayne Conway, 613-374-3807
Email: wayne.conway@sympatico.ca
Website: www.veronalions.ca/
Perth Lions Garlic Festival
August 12-13, 2017
Perth Fairgrounds, Perth, Ontario
Website: www.perthgarlicfestival.com/
Garlic is Great Festival (see ad on page 17)
Saturday August 19, 2017, 8:00 am to 1:00 pm
Newmarket Farmers' Market, Newmarket, Ontario.
Ph. 905-895-5193 Website: www.newmarket.ca

Garlic Festival at Hester Creek
Saturday September 30, 2017 at the Hester Creek Winery,
Oliver, BC. Go to winery website for details.
Website: hestercreek.com.

Stratford Kiwanis Garlic Festival
Saturday & Sunday, September 9-10, 2017
Sponsor: Kiwanis Club of Stratford
Email: info@www.stratfordgarlicfestival.com.
Website: www.stratfordgarlicfestival.com.

Alberta
18th Annual Andrew Garlic Festival
Saturday October 14, 2017
Andrew Community Centre, Andrew, Alberta
Ph. Carri Hrehorets, 780-699-4880
Website: http://www.andrewagsociety.com

Toronto Garlic Festival
Sunday September 17, 2017, 9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.
Artscape Wychwood Barns, Toronto
Contact: Peter McClusky, Ph. 416-888-7829
Email: Peterm@TorontoGarlicFestival.ca
Website: TorontoGarlicFestival.ca
Niagara Garlic and Herb Festival

Manitoba
Pembina Valley Honey Garlic & Maple Syrup Festival
Friday & Saturday, September 8-9, 2017
Manitou fairgrounds, Manitou, Manitoba
Phone: 1-877-324-6645
Email: pvta@mymts.net
Ontario
18th Annual Carp Farmers Market Garlic Festival
August 12-13, 2017
Carp Farmers Market, Carp, Ontario.
Email: info@carpfarmersmarket.ca
Website: www.carpfarmersmarket.ca
(Watch for garlic braiding demos by our daughter
Catherine of Cheff Garlic, Renfrew, Ontario)

10th Annual HCGGA Garlic Fest (See page 9)
Saturday, August 27, 2017, 10:00 - 4:00 p.m.
Abbey Gardens, 1012 Garden Gate Drive.
Sponsor: Haliburton County Garlic Growers Association
Contact: Sheila Robb, 705-489-4201
Email: robbsheila@gmail.com
Website: www.haliburtongarlic.ca

(Check NEOB website for future info on dates & details)

Niagara on the Lake, Ontario
Website: http://www.neobevents.neoblavender.com
Eastern Ontario Garlic Festival
Sunday, August 27, 2017, Lamoureux Park, Cornwall, ON.
Contact: Brenda Norman, Kozroots Garlic & Herbs Farm
& Community Empowerment Projects, 514-867-6222
kozroots@gmail.com
Quebec
11th Ste-Anne-de-Bellevue Garlic Festival (ad on page 17)
Garlic Festival de l'Ail
Saturday August 26, 2017, 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Ste-Anne Farmers market, Ste-Anne-de-Bellevue, QC.
Website: www.marchesaintanne.ca
Email: marchesteanne@gmail.com
Fête de l’Ail at Jardin Botanique, Montreal
September 16, 2017
(Advance notice courtesy of Ail Quebec. Details to come later on
Jardin Botanique website)
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More calls & letters
Cutting back
I am cutting back on a lot of gardening this year as it's
getting too much work, which I can't do anymore.
However, I am not cutting back on my garlic. There are
272 coming up and they are a good foot high. Cheers,
Sandy Kell, Lake Cowichan, BC.
Hello Sandy: We have cut back drastically as the old body just
doesn’t have the energy it used to. You can only do so much when
you want to do it properly.
I continue to believe in diversification, not only in garlic but in all
vegetables. It's always discouraging when I see the opposite
happen like the latest wannabe grower who planted his first
commercial crop, 60,000 Music, last fall, and he states he’s going
to get it certified organic this year just so he does it right!! I didn’t
even bother asking him where he got the seed for 60,000 garlic.
Spring is late here by at least two weeks this year. I just opened
the greenhouse, usually its open by April 1 and our tomato potting
up is done. Not this year. Paul.

Strange garlic and scape growth
Hello Paul, I am attaching photos of some strange garlic
growth and scape growth. About 3/4 of the small plot fell
over about a month ago for some unknown reason. They are
a hard neck variety and similar garlic bed a foot away has
been fine. Some of the plants have started to right
themselves
but
are
still
less
than
vertical.
Some of the scapes seem to either be growing back into the
leaves or are bulging out without tips showing.
Another interesting feature this season is the noted absence
of leek moth or damage! Weather perhaps?
Lynn Archbold, Guelph, ON.

Left, scape curling back in.

Right, garlic fallen over.

Editor: Hi Lynn.
1) Strange scapes: This often happens. Sometimes, the scape tip
doesn’t release from the enclosing leaves and you need to give it
a bit of a tug. Occasionally, the scape appears to have two tips
projecting from the bulbil capsule. Then, some years, you’ll find
several scapes on a single plant, a phenomenon called witches
broom. That’s just garlic displaying its obstinate behaviour!
2) Garlic stems bent over in one area of the plot? Could it have
been an animal having a little rest and crushing the plants? Deer
will often pick a nice soft bed of plants to rest on. I’ve not come
across garlic curved like that.

When garlic falls over - a common occurrence with Turbans,
Asiatics and Creoles, - - and even occasionally some Silverskins
and Artichokes, the stems near the bottom lose their strength as
part of the maturing process. This happens a week or two before
harvest. They do not go upright again because the stem is drying
out. I haven’t come across this with the hardnecks.
3) Leek moth late? At our Field Day today, nearly all the growers
commented on the lack of leek moth this spring. I put it down to
the cold spring both delaying their emergence and disturbing their
mating after they emerged. Also, eggs took a lot longer to hatch.
Here’s what happened in my trials:
"LEEK MOTH REPORT: Spring was very late. So was the leek
moth. I put out the traps on April 10. The first male was caught
on April 19. Then, it turned cold. The next catch was April 28.
Cold again. Mating was disturbed and the eggs took a lot longer
to hatch than expected. Our first feeding damage from larvae
was on June 14, nearly 6 weeks later than expected. This was on
only 4 plants out of 2000+. We are trying out spraying with BtK,
to try and any larvae that we missed. My prognosis is that leek
moth damage in this area will be the lightest in years.”
Perhaps something similar happened in your area? Paul

Foliar Spray Sources
Hi Paul, I hope your gar lic cr op is thr iving. Do you have
any r ecommendations for a sour ce in Ontar io for liquid
fer tilizer for foliar spr ay for gar lic? Also, how much
volume do you think I need to spr ay 45,000 plants once?
Thanks for your help as always Paul,
Daniel Hoffmann, The Cutting Veg, ON
Editor: Hi Daniel. One good source is Homestead Organics - just
google them - they have an online catalogue.
Volume varies depending on what it is., kelp, fish, etc. or a
combination. When I used the liquid Kelp-Fish combination, I
used about 1/3 of a gallon for 5000 plants giving them a good
dousing. This year, I’m experimenting with aerobic compost tea to
control fungal diseases that have really increased with the last two
wet spring seasons. This year could even be worse. So far, after 3
applications, both foliar and root, the incidence of leaf yellowing
is much less as we approach scaping time so I’m keeping my
fingers crossed.
I’ll publish the results in the fall.

When to use BtK for Leek Moth
My garlic so far looks very good - though I need to do a
serious weeding. If I had planted it in the same plot as last
year, the total crop would have been wiped out, as that land
was under water for some time -so I am lucky.
I do have a question about the leek moth this year -I don't
have a pheromone trap, so I'm trying to figure out when to
use the BTK - has the leek moth flown over your place and
have you used BTK yet? Bernard Smyth, Perth, ON.
Editor: Hi Bernard. Leek Moth? Not many this year. I put out new
bait and sticky traps on June 4. Yesterday, we found one - that’s
only ONE - plant damaged by feeding. That was the first.
So, today, June 25, all the garlic got BtK treatment #1. If some are
hatching with this heat, that should get them.
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Still more calls and letters
(Continued from page 19):

No Salt Spring Music & Garlic Festival this year
Hi Paul, unfortunately, due to the lack of sponsorship
funding there won't be a Garlic Festival this year. Hopefully
in the future it can happen again. We continue to pass the
word about your terrific mag. Paul.
Cheers, Neale Smith, Salt Spring Island, BC.
Editor: Hate to see a fine event cancel. Good luck for 2018!

Cancellation of Sudbury Garlic Festival
Are you aware that the Sudbury garlic fest is planning to
retire? According to Sandra Sharko:
"Yes. After 25 years and being the first in Canada, Garlic
Festival as it was, is now retired! The Ukrainian Centre may
do something on a smaller scale but committee hasn't yet
decided when and what!"
This is not good. Their festival is an institution. It's very
important for growers and for Sudbury tourism.
Peter McClusky, Director, Toronto Garlic Festival

Spotted on the Internet
Garlic farmers thrive in a growing niche market
When you think about what products are grown in
Saskatchewan, you think of wheat or canola. However,
there is a niche market in the province that could be on the
rise in future years: garlic. There are five main producers in
Saskatchewan that grow garlic, and of those five, three
process garlic into products such as pickled garlic.
Editor: Hmmm! Seems that I have more growers on my
contact list than that. Perhaps the reporter should leave the
sanctuary of the Internet and visit the countryside?
Lovely garlic display

Editor: Hello Peter. It is a real loss.
The Canadian Garlic Festival was started by the Sharko’s and the
Stefura’s as a fundraiser for the Ukrainian Senior’s Centre. With
Mike Sharko’s passing 3 years ago, the festival suffered a big loss
and again another, when John Stefura died this year. I imagine that
it took the heart out of both Sandra and Mary. Mind you, they are
both up in years, energy levels drop and with no younger people
willing to carry the torch, old traditions die.

Can't go into his yard that much!
On May 3, 2017, Serge Pageau wrote: " It's pouring rain
here as well. Denys Van Winden is a bit desperate. He
can't go in his yard that much!
Editor: That's much the same story as from most areas that
were flooding. Our garlic beds were under water after the
last two days of downpour.

Display at the 2016 Salt Spring Island Music & Garlic Festival

Activism sometimes has a lighter side
A noxious weed, Wild Parsnip, has focussed the ire of antipesticide activists in our area since local governments have
decided to try and control it by spraying roadsides. While the
groups have serious concerns, sometimes a bit of humour
delivers the message better than hours of angry speeches
delivered at public meetings.

Grows Stanley Crawford's garlic; Gilroy Chinese Garlic
Hi Paul. I grow Stanley Crawford Rocambole garlic and was
looking for a description on line. I've read Stanley's 'A Garlic
Testament' and enjoyed it immensely. But anyway, in my
search I went to Stanley Crawford: home page and clicked on
Important News About Garlic Farming Update.
I was
staggered by the immense struggle we are in against Chinese
Garlic and if I read correctly the Christopher Farm in Gilroy
as their distributor? If you haven't read this I recommend it.
Clarence Cross, WV.
Editor: Stanley Crawford wrote, "A Garlic Testament, Seasons on
a small New Mexico farm".
Hi Clarence. Yes, I was aware of how Don Christopher joined the
enemy instead of fighting the unfair competition. I published a short
blurb on this news many years ago. Some people had hoped that
being the largest supplier of California Garlic, he would use his
influence as a major importer to reduce the undercutting of the
industry by cheap Chinese prices. That hasn’t happened.
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